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land-based fighter planes as shown in the sketch on the opposite
page. Within the two-hundred-mile line, as Salerno had shown,
"steppingstone" fighter operations were possible from carriers; but
even these, although stronger than unsupported carrier operations,
must necessarily be far weaker than adequately based air support
from the land.

Obviously, therefore, the main amphibious blow must be struck
from England against the Franco-Belgian coast between Antwerp
and Brest Although strenuous sanitary methods had greatly re-
duced the ever present malaria of Corsica, nevertheless the small
size and poverty of that island, together with its distance from the
French coast, made it a suitable base only for a secondary stroke.

Nevertheless, a secondary landing in the Mediterranean, espe-
cially if it preceded the principal attack based on England, offered
great possibilities. The German garrison of France south of Lyon
was known to be comparatively weak, probably only the equivalent
of six to twelve divisions, as against the fifty-odd divisions in north-
ern France and the Low Countries. Against thinly spread defenders
operating far from the centers of German power, whatever support
the irregulars of the French "resistance" movement could furnish,
especially in interrupting communications, would be more effective
than against more concentrated enemies. Consequently it might
well have seemed best to open the campaign from the south, in the
expectation of gaining a large land foothold promptly and cheaply.
The Germans would then have been in a painful dilemma. Either
they would have had to let us build up our considerable southern
holding into a serious ground and air threat to their rear along the
Channel coast, or else they would have had to commit appreciable
reserves in order to drive us back in the south, which reserves would
then be absent just when they might be most needed to deal with
our main blow in the north. In spite of the Massif Centre!, once we
were ashore in force in Mediterranean France their position in the
remainder of that country would have been most difficult

In the event, a considerable Anglo-American activity went on in
the western Mediterranean in the early spring of '44, which might
well have persuaded the German Command that our first landing
in France would be on the Mediterranean coast Whether this ac-
tivity was from the first intended as a feint, or whether the original